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Maine Association of School Libraries

Walter J. Taranko Award

NOMINATION FORM
Nominee:

Position:

School/District:

Please answer the questions other than #6 on a separate sheet of paper and attach with any additional information that will help the selection committee understand the contributions of the nominee.  Form and attachments may be returned in any appropriate media format (print, PDF, Word file, etc.)
1.  Please provide evidence that the Library Media Specialist (LMS), in collaboration with other district staff and with the use of current technologies, regularly instructs and assesses learners in the information literacy process, the reading process, and the ethical and appropriate use of information

2.  Show evidence of the LMS meeting the needs of the greater school community for access to an organized collection of relevant information in a variety of formats.

3.  Please provide evidence of the local library media program growth which was influenced by the nominee, e.g. budget, personnel, facilities, collaborative collection development, curriculum, integration of Information Literacy process, promotion of reading.

 4.  Please describe successful approaches which the nominee has initiated to solve problems e.g. overcoming lack of space, combating student or staff indifference to the library media program, creatively handling financial needs, encouraging independent learning, or dealing with local, state and federal issues affecting the library media program.

5.  For what other reasons are you recommending that this person be selected Library Media Specialist of the Year?
6.  Has the nominee been a member of professional organizations? (Membership in MASL is a requirement.) Membership in additional professional organizations carries great weight in determining the winner of this award because we believe that excellence cannot be achieved without the professional development that is nurtured by membership and participation in professional associations.  Please include the number of years.
□MASL    □ NESLA     □ MLA     □NELA     □ALA     □AASL     □AECT         
OTHER?

7.  Has the nominee been active in professional organizations by participating on committees, holding office, publishing, or otherwise contributing to the profession? Include dates if known.

8.  Letters of support from local teachers, administrators, other library media specialists, and other appropriate personnel will be helpful and may be submitted separately.

Nominated by:

Position:

Address:

E-mail:

Telephone:

Fax materials to 1-888-844-7174; E-mail to maslibraries@gmail.com; or mail nomination materials to
MASL 
PO Box 634

Augusta, ME 04332-0634
DEADLINE: February 15th
Once the nominations deadline has passed, all nominations will be reviewed by the Awards Committee and their recommendation will be sent to the MASL Board for approval.  After the Board has approved the recommendation the nominator of the winning candidate will be contacted to arrange presentation of the Award at an appropriate school/district event (this may include surprising the winner if appropriate).  The MASL Board will also honor the winner at an appropriate MASL event after the initial presentation in his or her school district. 
Please direct any questions about this Award to the MASL office by E-mail: maslibraries@gmail.com, or by phone: 207-200-8587.
The Walter J Taranko Award is intended to honor individuals who have made a significant contribution to the library media profession at the local and/or state levels. Anyone who has been practicing in the field for three years, is working as a library media specialist in any capacity in Maine and is a member of MASL is eligible to be nominated for this award.  Although the award is presented annually and the major emphasis is for contributions made during the previous school year, earlier and continuing activities should be included in the recommendations and will be considered in the adjudicating process.











