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It has been a number of year since my last ALA, annual or midwinter, but all the sights and sounds seemed pretty much the same as I remembered, comforting and yet exciting because of all the new things I would be exposed to.
Denver was a terrific site as much of the activity was easy to get to and participate in.  It was mind boggling to see the hundreds of meeting on the schedule but fun to see colleagues engaged in meaningful conversation outside meeting rooms, in the halls and lobbies of hotels.  The exhibits were huge as usual, and more glitzy than I remembered from times past but what a lot of good stuff to gather and bring home.  Unfortunately not much of it was geared to my role as executive secretary so I didn’t fill my suitcase up. Instead I enjoyed the presentations and watched colleagues as they filled their bags and arms to capacity and beyond.  And I remembered all the good things I had lugged home in previous years, books for teachers and students, notebooks, pens and bags, and gadgets galore.  
Beyond the general meetings and activities my role at this midwinter was to represent MASL at the two AASL sessions scheduled for Affiliate Assembly delegates.  The Saturday morning event was led by Susan Ballard in her roll as chair of the “New Learning Standards” Implementation Committee.  We were alerted to the release of the Indicators & Assessments for the Standards for the 21st Century Learner and most of us made sure that we picked-up a copy at the ALA Store to bring home and share.
We spent our Saturday session in a discussion of how to strengthen our roles in the school community through the use of the Strategies for Implementing the New Learning Standards.  Susan shared data from a recent data collection in which these questions were addressed:

In advocacy training, what are the key constituencies/target groups you think your state should focus on?

In marketing/media training, what are the key messages that we need to convey  and what is the best media to utilize in your state?

There were nine specific areas we were asked to vote for and then we worked on solutions to the two or three that got the highest votes.  

Here are some of the ideas we came up with specifially ways AASL might help:

We talked about strengthening professional learning communities.

The need for facilitators, an assessment bank, weinars (ex. School Library Media Month).

Video conferencing opportunities, ALA Connect and Illuminate mentioned.

People talked about the need for talking points to take with them when they are making presentations advocating for improvements in school library media centers.

Achievement announcements – who to target (School Bd. PTA, PTOS) and the importance of getting the message to the right group.

Alliance building with our academic sisters and brothers to work on what kids need for college.

The importance of data driven messages which are not necessarily data heavy.

The need for local visibility – tracking teaching moments and taking pictures of them.  

Using students for PSA – HOW??????

This discussion was followed up by a regional caucus to discuss the results of our earlier discussion within the region’s context.  
Affiliate Assembly I – Sunday January 25th
Our Sunday Morning Assembly was held at the Curtis Hotel with a larger group in attendance.
The agenda included announcements, greetings from AASL’s President and election presentations from some ALA candidates.  Among the announcements was a presentation on the Thinkfinity (use to be Marco Polo) program July 9th at ALA in Chicago and a July 13th Literacy Providers Committee program 1-5pm; the announcement that Verizon has come on board as an AASL sponsor and that they will be providing stipends to attendees at the L4L Summit this summer.  There was also an announcement regarding a virtual Literacy event in April.
Marilyn Joyce and Kelley Mc Daniels are reporting on several aspects of this meeting but I agreed to share the report from AASL’s President on the disposition of the Concerns presented to the AASL Board from the last Affilaite Assembly.  There were five concerns sent to the AASL Board for action.

1.   AA asked that the AASL Board form a taskforce to promote and recognize librarians who are National Board Certified.
Response: Indicated presence already on website, recognition of NBC recipients each year, NBC forum for candidates.  AASL part of the review of NBC standards for librarians also indicated that there are a good number of NBC certified librarians.  AASL also provide a press release.

2.  AA asked that AASL Board create a taskforce to develop ways to partner with ASCD.

Response:  AASL Board indicated that the work on the Learning for Life project would meet this goal.
3. AA requested that AASL Board create an AASL ISTE Taskforce.

Response:  No formal plan to cross/walk with ISTE at this time.  AASL Board feels that they complement each other and are hopeful that they can work with ISTE on an informal basis perhaps using ALA Connect.

4. AA requested that AASL Board create a diversity taskforce.

Response:  Board feeld there is already diversity in the organization and that they are working on all the associated issues.

5. AA requested AASL Board develop a rapid response to crisis events toolkit.

Response:  Presentations today part of the Toolkit being rolled out.
